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Objectives: To discuss power imbalance as a root cause of domestic violence.

Teacher Information sheet 

Name of country: Haiti

NGO: Beyond Borders

How did the NGO work? 

Beyond Borders’ community-based initiative, Rethinking Power, works to address the 
root causes of this violence—the power imbalance between women and men in Haitian 
society. Each day in towns and villages throughout south-eastern Haiti, dozens of 
female and male activists, community and religious leaders, and other powerful groups 
are working together to spark community change.

Rethinking Power equips these leaders to help people examine the power relationships 
in their day to day lives and become activists in the various roles they play as market 
women, motorcycle-taxi drivers, students, pastors, and much more. Beyond Borders 
works with key people in six Haitian communities to help them examine their power to 
address violence against women and girls and the related spread of HIV/AIDS.



Teacher Information Sheet (continued)

What change has occurred? 
They use the following as tools for change to spark conversations in the community:
•	 Comic strips & Posters for activists
•	 Dramas for street theatre troupes
•	 Advocacy points for journalists
•	 Conversation guides for parents, healthcare professionals, and school personnel
•	 Starting tools for girls’ groups
•	 A violence prevention curriculum for schools

Is it a success?
•	 94% of programme participants agreed that a man doesn’t have the right to slap a 

woman if he’s angry.
•	 Number of people who said “it’s a woman’s fault if she is raped” was cut in half.
•	 Over 1 in every 2 community members in the 5 neighbourhoods reported seeing 

neighbours do something to prevent VAWG.
•	 Nearly 1 in 3 community members reported knowing someone from her/his 

community who talks about Rethinking Power.

Why is there action for change?
1 in 3 Haitian women and girls has experienced domestic or sexual violence. While the 
most direct, negative impact of this violence is on the physical and mental health of 
the survivor herself, the whole community suffers. Children conceived through rape are 
especially vulnerable. The risk of sexually transmitted disease, including HIV, is greatly 
increased, and economic development is also jeopardized. Almost 61% of adult Haitians 
living with HIV/AIDS are female. Women ages 15-24 are twice as likely as men in their 
age group to become infected with HIV.

What can we learn from this example? 
The success of community-based action and the importance of starting conversations. 

Follow up work:
Further discussions on power. Who has power? Why? Why is there an imbalance of 
power between men and women? 
Create dramas, comic strips to encourage their community to start talking about power 
imbalance and violence against women. 
Link to domestic violence in their own communities and 1 Billion Rising campaign. 

Further information and resources:
Beyond Borders website: http://beyondborders.net/
Video introducing Abenson Avril, one of the Community Activists: http://
beyondborders.net/what-we-do/community-activists/
1 Billion Rising Campaign: http://www.onebillionrising.org.uk/



Tools for change used by 
the communities
•	 Comic strips & Posters for activists
•	 Dramas for street theatre troupes
•	 Advocacy points for journalists
•	 Conversation guides for parents, 

healthcare professionals, and 
school personnel

•	 Starting tools for girls’ groups
•	 A violence prevention curriculum 

for schools

Is it a success? 
•	 94% of programme participants agreed 

that a man doesn’t have the right to slap 
a woman if he’s angry.

•	 The number of people who said “it’s a 
woman’s fault if she is raped” was cut in 
half.

•	 Over 1 in every 2 community members 
in the 5 neighbourhoods reported see-
ing neighbours do something to prevent 
VAWG (Violence Against Women and 
Girls).

•	 Nearly 1 in 3 community members re-
ported knowing someone from her/his 
community who talks about Rethinking 
Power.

Case Study: Haiti

1 in 3 Haitian women and girls 
has experienced domestic or 
sexual violence. The community  
are addressing the root cause 
of this violence – the power 
imbalance between women and 
men. Community leaders are 
encouraging people to examine 
the power relationships and to 
become activists in their everyday 
lives.

Challenge
Discuss: Why do you think this imbalance of power exists? Does it exist in your 
community/country?
Create a drama or a comic strip to tell people about power imbalance and violence 
against women. 

en.wikipedia.org

www.flickr.com

Resource Sheet: Domestic Violence


