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Awra Amba is a unique community of fewer than 500 inhabitants located in 
the rural region of Amhara, Ethiopia. 

Using the link below you may wish to contextualise the village within the 
country and continent working the plus/minus options: 
(http://www.visitawraamba.com/?page_id=1265). 

A visionary leader called Zumra Nuru who had observed much 
inequality and injustice throughout his own childhood and sought to bring 
about positive change founded the movement, yet initially faced violence 
from others for his revolutionary ideas. 

However, 40 years on, with the help of 19 like-minded 
individuals, his dream is now a reality, and Awra Amba is a thriving village 
whose inhabitants live by fair values, which are all laid out in a manifesto. 

This resource will look specifically at Awra Amba’s views and practices on gender equality with a view to 
considering how similar customs could be established within the classroom, school, community, 
country and world. This will be done using a rights based framework, and by reflecting on who has the         
responsibility to make, uphold and revise how individuals should treat one another.   

Rights and Responsibilities 

In pairs give each pupil a letter ‘A’ or ‘B’. Ask the A’s to write down a 
definition of rights, and B’s a definition for responsibilities. 

Once they have finished they should share their thoughts with one 
another before joining another pair and developing their definitions. 

After this preliminary activity, decide as a class on a set definition to use as 
a guide throughout the remainder of the lesson. Make this visible. 

Areas covered range from gender equality, to education, elderly care, marriage and children, health, and 
sustainable growth, and are closely monitored by 13 committees: 
(http://visitawraamba.com/edit/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Text_13committees-1.png).  

To discover more, watch this short introductionary film: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-iJWhb7c3w.

The Bigger Picture: Visual Activity

Using the PowerPoint provided, as a class can you agree on what daily tasks are being carried out, 
by whom, and why? These photos are all of residents from Awra Amba.

Ask the pupils if they were surprised by what the pictures revealed. 
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As you have already learnt, citizens of Awra Amba actively challenge traditional gender roles with men 
taking on childcare duties and cooking, and women participating in manual labour.  To advance your 
understanding, this short video portrays the rights and responsibilities of those living in this community. 

Awra Ambra - Gender Equality Film (5.05): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUiwxoouuT4

Awra Amba is a positive example of change 
and development. Do you think in our daily 
lives that we show/practise these 
same concepts? 

To reflect on this this, divide the class into 
four groups, each with equal numbers of boys 
and girls if possible. 

Each group should then represent one of the 
following: the class, the community, 
the country, or the world.

A) Considering their identity, ask each group 
to come up with five sentences concerning 
gender equality. 

E.G. ‘Everyone in this country has the right to…’

B) Once complete, group members should then 
consider whose responsibility it is to make 
sure these rights are observed. 

Like the people of Awra Amba we all have a responsibility to make sure that everyone has the ability to 
reach their full potential regardless of their gender. 

As a class you could write a ten-point gender equality charter, using the ‘Everyone has a right…’ sentence 
starter, and display the final piece on the wall for all to see. 

In order to follow the charter effectively, you could democratically elect a committee with the job of 
revising and managing the points. Like the committees of Awra Amba, it may be a good idea to ensure that 
boys and girls are equally represented. 

To find out more about Awra Amba, the following links may be useful:

Awra Amba, ‘Utopia in Ethiopia’ (2010) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Out5aigb5Ls. 
A thirty minute long documentary about life in Awra Amba

Awra Amba (The Official Website), http://www.visitawraamba.com

Awra Amba on Twitter, https://twitter.com/Awra_Amba

*To make sure that the activity runs effectively, it may be helpful to agree on some ground-rules. For example, 
you may wish to have groups nominate a scribe, a time-keeper, a speaker, etc. 


